
 
 

ïRetrospectiveð  
Annual Newsletter  

Once again it is time to look back at all the wonderful events and activities which the Friends have enjoyed in 
2019. As a result of these, we were pleased to be able to make a substantial grant to the Hospital of St Cross, 
and a one-off donation, as reported on page 15. 
 

 
The Master enjoying his role as Narrator in ôGoldilocksõ at the autumn Variety Show - for which he earned the accolade of ôbest 

dressed performerõ! 

In the autumn, we were sorry to learn that the much-loved Master of St Cross was due to leave the Hospital in 
January 2020. Although Reg actually left just outside the year covered by this review, we wanted to take the 
opportunity in this issue to thank him for all he has done to support the Friends. He will be greatly missed, 
although we are hoping to see him regularly at future Friendsõ events. We all wish him the best for his new life in 
Gosport. 
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Foreword by our Chairman, John Pringle 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Introducing  Jonathan Sleath, a new Trustee 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

During the year, we were pleased to welcome Jonathan Sleath as a new 
Trustee. He writes:  
 
ôBeing a newcomer to Winchester, I was surprised and honoured to be 
invited to become a Trustee of the Friends of St Cross.  I have spent most of 
my life working as a family doctor in a partnership in rural Herefordshire, 
where my wife Lysbeth and I raised four children.  When I retired we felt in 
need of a change and decided to move to St Cross, which is where Lysbeth 
lived as a child. She has enjoyed meeting up with old friends and both of us 
making new ones. Our youngest son Edward came with us and enjoys being 
in Winchester too. 

 

I have a longstanding interest in natural history, especially botany, and particularly mosses and 
liverworts.   Having fully explored Herefordshire there is much to discover in the very different habitats 
of the  Hampshire chalklands and the New Forest. We are both interested in historic buildings and it 
has been a privilege to help with life at the Hospital of St Cross and worship in the wonderful ancient 
church. The local community has been very welcoming and you might see us sometimes on the 
allotments or attempting to help out in the Porter's Lodge.õ 
 

Another successful and enjoyable Friends year passes! I would like to 
highlight some important happenings during 2019 and at the beginning of 
2020. 
 

Firstly, that the Hospital has a new Master.  After a series of farewell events 
in February, Reg Sweet retired after 20 years of service to St Cross, nine of 
them as Master.  There is not space to list his many achievements during his 
busy tenure, but the love and respect for Reg is evidence of the impact he 
has had for Brothers, Friends and visitors to the Hospital. We wish him a 
long and fruitful next stage in his life. 

 The Rev Terry Hemming was licensed as the Master in a packed Chapel on 8 March 2020. He and Ruth 
have been living in Hampshire for some years and many of us welcome them as familiar faces. They 
become Honorary Friends and we look forward to their participation in our activities. 

 

I can look back at many enjoyable Friendsõ moments in 2019.  They are well documented on the pages 
that follow. We aim to provide a range of activities that will appeal to all our membership. Some of them 
are very definitely fundraisers, but other are for us to enjoy the company of fellow supporters of the 
Hospital. For these we charge to cover our expenses. 

 

That we can hold most of our local events in such beautiful surroundings is due to the willing co-
operation of the Hospital Board. The staff, Catriona, Lucy and Sharon are always very helpful in fitting 
our events into the busy diary. I would like to record our thanks to them. 

 

The Friendsõ Trustees have worked tirelessly to make sure our charity and its events run smoothly. This 
would not happen without Fiona Whitehouse, our Administrator, controlling our membership and the 
attendance at events. Now that we have 750 Friends this is a big task and she deserves our admiration 
for the efficiency with which she does all this. 

 

Thank- you for your support in 2019. We are well set for a marvellous 2020! 
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Promotional Activities 

Fiona, our Administrator, has continued to work with Big Mallet during the year, to update and improve the 
Friendsõ website (www. friendsofstcross.com). We hope that many of you have looked at it already. 
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

We have also endeavoured to 
improve our social media 
presence this year. Jonathan Sleath 
and others have posted some 
wonderful photographs of the 
Hospital and its environs on 
Twitter, and we are gradually 
attracting more followers and 
greater publicity as a result. 
Meanwhile Jonathan and Claire 
McDonnell have trained some of  

the Trustees to utilise social media 
more. Please follow us and ôlikeõ 
our contributions, as this helps to 
spread the word about what the 
Friends are doing.  
 
We can be found at: 
Facebook: Friends of St Cross 
Winchester      
Twitter : @friends_cross 
Instagram: friendsofstcross 
 

Left: Maureen and Richard Chisnell at the Friendsõ 
stall just before the fête opened. We were pleased to see 
so many Friends there, despite the extraordinarily hot 
weather. 
 

Right: Nigel Atkinson, Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, Fiona 

Whitehouse, our Administrator, Councillor Eleanor Bell, Mayor 

of Winchester, The Very Reverend Catherine Ogle, Dean of 

Winchester Cathedral and John Pringle our Chairman, at a 

Christmas reception in the Hundred Mensõ Hall which was held 

to thank our volunteers and other supporters, and to promote the 

Friends. 
 

During the year, we have continued to promote the Friends in more traditional ways including a presence at 

local events such as the Parish Fête, the Heritage Open Day and the St Cross Michaelmas Fayre. 

 
After last yearõs ôRetrospectiveõ was mailed, some of you enquired about how it is funded. As our Treasurer 
reported to the AGM, we are fortunate that its production is paid for entirely out of income from the 
advertisements which appear at the back. We are also most grateful to the cohort of volunteers who hand-
deliver many of our mailings, thus considerably reducing our postage costs. All this means that we can make 
the most of your subscriptions and donations, and our profits from events, to provide as large a grant to the 
Hospital as we can manage. We hope this will reassure those of you who feared that we might be eating into 
the amount of our grant, by spending money on this publication. 
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2019 At A Glance 

New Year Reception 
Once again, our New Year Reception in 2019 was well-attended and this year it was held in the Hundred Menõs 
Hall, which is a slightly warmer venue in the middle of winter. Amongst other things, we celebrated the amazing 
£100,000 which the Friends have raised since our charity was founded, and a large ôfakeõ cheque (depicted 
below) was proudly displayed at the Reception, to proclaim this wonderful achievement. We look forward to 
updating it in the years to come! 
 

 
 

 
 

ôGie her a Haggisõ ð our Burns Night celebration 
The Parish Hall certainly came alive on the evening of Saturday 2 February 2019 when it hosted the third 
Friends Burns Supper which was superbly organised by Trustee Sue Woodward and attended by almost 80 
people. The halls were decked with tartan swags and bunting and many guests were dressed appropriately in 
kilts, tartan trews and sashes. After a wee dram or two, everyone assembled in the dining hall with much 
anticipation for the arrival of the haggis. This was expertly piped in by Ian Keith and addressed most reverently 
by Ken McCloud who finished the haggis off with a flourish of his dirk! 
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The traditional fare of haggis, neeps and tatties was followed by butterscotch ice-cream and shortbread, by 
which time everyone was keen to get onto the dance floor for a wee fling. The dances were called by Ian Keith 
who bravely tried to keep control of the floor! Valiant attempts were made to dance the Gay Gordons and the 
Dashing White Sergeant; however once it came to Stripping the Willow all the normal rules seemed to be 
abandoned and a certain amount of hilarity took over. This was a great community event and raised around 
£1,300 for the Friends of St Cross. The evening can best be summed up by the comment of one Friend who 
said ôI have not laughed so much for at least 20 years!õ 
 

     
Our thanks to Peter der Haar for supplying these splendid photographs of the Burns Night celebration. 

 

Spring and Winter Lunches 
Once again, our regular lunches attracted a full house on each occasion. At the Christmas event, in mid-
December, Richard Chisnell (depicted below right) gave an enthusiastic vote of thanks to Doreen Jenkins, 
Brother Andrew and the team for all the splendid meals they have provided and this fittingly ended with 
everyone singing ôFor sheõs a jolly good fellowõ under Richardõs direction. 

      
 

The Annual Lecture 
We were pleased to welcome Dr Timothy Hands, Headmaster of Winchester College, as our speaker for the 
annual lecture on 8 March 2019. His title was intriguing: ôThe prospect from the summit was almost unlimited ð 
reviewing Winchester and Winchester Collegeõ. Dr Hands took us on an interesting path, starting with the works 
of Thomas Hardy, about whom he has written extensively. He commented that the Hundred Mensõ Hall (where 
the lecture took place) was just the sort of building that Hardy admired, with its architecture, ancient walls and 
uneven floor reflecting the passage of time and the many people who have used it. Hardy believed that buildings 
reflect society and that Winchester ð or Wintoncester as it is known in ôTess of the dõUrbervillesõ ð was a well-
balanced city. Although he came to Winchester very little, Hardy noted the impressive vista from the Westgate, 
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with Cathedral, College, St Thomasõs church, the Hospital of St Cross, and the ominous gaol each  
demonstrating provision for different sectors of society, and not just for the privileged. 
 

Dr Hands then addressed the various visions there have been of and for Winchester College, ranging from 
William of Wykehamõs original three purposes ð intercessory (to say prayers for him after his death), scholastic 
(self-evidently education for children) and lay-clerical (provision of training for the professions) - to later 
interpretations, right up to the present day. He explained that the concept of childhood was re-imagined in the 
Victorian era, with children coming more to the fore, thanks in large part to the works of Charles Dickens and 
reflecting societal changes. By the time that Asquith, a future prime minister, attended the College, its 
philosophy had changed, and the happiness of each child, more than success in later life, had become 
paramount. 

 

         

Dr Hands then turned to the future. As well as focussing on professional development and better infrastructure 
at Winchester College, he wants to improve communications, including with the local community.  He reiterated 
William Waynfleteõs beliefs and approved the philosophy of former Headmaster, Spencer Leeson, who had 
wanted the College to be ôa powerhouse, radiating energyõ into society. But at the end of his lecture, Dr Hands 
reverted to his ôheroõ, Thomas Hardy, by adding that all this should be enveloped in charitable compassion, 
because being a young person in todayõs society is so fraught with challenges. 
 

This was a very thought-provoking lecture, as evidenced by the several mini-discussions which took place 
afterwards. We are most grateful to Dr Hands for both entertaining and inspiring us. 
 

Visit to Kelmscott Manor, and Buscot Church, Oxfordshire 

Thirty-five Friends had the most wonderful day out in Oxfordshire, on 2 May 2019. We were greeted warmly at 
Kelmscott Manor upon our arrival and delicious refreshments were followed by an introductory talk. Our 
Guide, Alan Taylor, spoke enthusiastically about the history of the house and its special associations, firstly with 
generations of the Turner family and then, most famously, with William Morris and his coterie.   
 

     

We were privileged then to have the house completely to ourselves for the whole of our visit, and to wander 
through the rooms, with their many Pre-Raphaelite reminders in the furnishings and furniture, paintings, and 
other objects, some of which are shown in the photographs on the next page. 
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Each room brought new delights as well as enchanting views of the pretty gardens beside the river. There were 
plentiful volunteer guides in attendance and we were all impressed by their friendly and informative welcome. 
After our tour of the house, and the equally interesting outbuildings and gardens, and following a tasty lunch in 
the tea room, Friends had time for a stroll beside the tranquil river, or a wander through the unspoilt village. 
 

     

In the village there were numerous architectural and illustrative references to the Morris family, such as the 
sculpture of William Morris on the Memorial Cottages, which his wife Jane had commissioned in 1902, the 
Memorial Hall commissioned by his daughter May and designed by Ernest Gimson, and the simple Morris 
family grave in St Georgeõs churchyard.  
      
Later we moved on to nearby Buscot village, to visit the Grade I-listed St Maryõs church (depicted below), which 
is renowned for its stained glass windows, especially the Good Shepherd window by Edward Burne-Jones (see 
photo below right). This was a fitting conclusion to a splendid day and our grateful thanks go to Sue Woodward 
and Fiona Whitehouse for arranging everything so well ð everyone agreed that it was a fabulous day out. 
 

         

  


